
 

 
 
23rd April 2020 
 

  
Dear Parents & Caregivers, 
 
Since my communication on Tuesday evening, recent media commentary and public discourse seemed to have created some 
confusion for our parent community around the decision to deliver a single mode of instruction, remote learning in Catholic 
Schools in WA. I felt it important to provide further clarity so parents can make informed decisions if and when to begin sending 
their children to school. 
 
As has been the case throughout this pandemic, the advice I provide is our current position, with the understanding that the 
fluidity of the situation may mean this advice will adapt and change as necessary to comply with system and government 
requirements.  
 
As Catholic Education Western Australia (CEWA), the decision to adopt a single mode of instruction has been made across 
ALL Catholic Primary and Secondary schools in WA. This decision was made by CEWA in what it believes is in the best 
interests of the health, safety and learning needs of our children, staff and parents. 
 

Why have WA Catholic schools adopted a single mode of instruction for the first four weeks of Term Two? 
 

• The WA State Government, on the advice of the State Disaster Committee, continues to give parents of children in 
K to 10 the choice as to whether they send their children to school, or not. Catholic Education endorses the importance 
of parental choice, especially when it involves the health and safety of their children. 

• This arrangement will invariably mean that in every classroom there will be some children in attendance, and some 
at home. 

• On Wednesday 29 April, in line with the WA State Government’s position, Catholic schools will open for children 
whose parents have chosen to send them. 

• Catholic Education is committed to equity of the teaching and learning for all children. Given the State Government’s 
position of choice for parents, Catholic Education needs to ensure that every child has an opportunity to be taught 
and to learn. 

• In the spirit of equity, Catholic schools will provide appropriate and quality teaching and learning opportunities for all 
children, both at school and at home.  

• It is very difficult for teachers to simultaneously deliver effective and meaningful face to face teaching in a classroom 
while at the same time supporting remotely other children’s learning needs. In some ways this is analogous to driving 
a car and using a mobile phone at the same time! 

• The WA State Government provided all teachers with professional development time in Week 10 of Term 1 to 
effectively plan for the first four weeks of Term 2, employing on-line delivery as the single mode of instruction. 

• Given the challenges of dual modes of instruction, and to ensure that all children, whether at school or home, will be 
equally supported in their learning, Catholic Education WA has made the decision that for the first four weeks of 
Term, on-line teaching and learning will be the single mode of teaching and instruction offered to all students. 

• St Francis of Assisi CPS is well prepared to operate in this space, supported by digital platforms such as SeeSaw 
and Teams. The preparation which has been undertaken by our staff ensures that for the first four weeks of Term 2, 
whether a student is at school or home, effective teaching and learning will be offered. 

• The priority for teachers delivering on-line teaching and learning, whether undertaken by students at home or school, 
is the pastoral care and wellbeing of each child. This will be achieved by regular contact between teachers and 
students, irrespective of their physical setting. 

• If students are attending school, qualified teaching staff will facilitate the on-line teaching and learning process by 
ensuring that students are engaged with their education. 

• School is not open for students to be simply supervised and not engage with the on-line teaching and learning 
program. 

 
It is vitally important to note that, if or when significant numbers of students have returned to school, as a school we will be  
agile in responding to the teaching and learning needs of students at school and home. If class sizes were to return to close 
to normal in some year levels within the first four weeks of Term 2, we would adapt our teaching and learning to maximise the 
best possible outcomes for all students. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Therefore, the approach St Francis of Assisi CPS take will be a flexible one that always aims to provide the best possible 
teaching and learning experience for our students, whilst ensuring their safety and wellbeing is priority, in line with the Health 
Department guidelines.  
 
I hope this provides some clarity for our parent community and should you have any concerns, please feel free to contact me 
to discuss further. 
 
Best wishes 
Jason Baker 
Principal 
E: Jason.baker@cewa.edu.au  
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